WORKING DRAFT
CONSERVATION ELEMENT

[This working draft is meant to help frame the discussion on the element and will be revised
based on input received during the community plan update process.]

CONSERVATION ELEMENT GOALS

9 Protection and enhancement of canyons, hillsides, and dedicated open space for their
ecological diversity and opportunities for trails

9 Protection of public views to natural resources

9 Incorporation of sustainable storm water management techniques to capture runoff
and reduce impacts to the canyon network

9 Incorporation of sustainable building, landscape, and development techniques to
reduce dependency on non-renewable energy sources, reduce emissions, solid
waste, and water consumption

1 Reduction of greenhouse gas emission at the community level in a manner that
enhances the quality of life and supports the local economy

1 Promotion and expansion of the tree canopy along streets and on public and private
property

INTRODUCTION

The Community Plan in conjunction with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA);
the City's General Plan; the Environmentally Sensitive Lands Ordinance; the Multiple Species
Conservation Program (MSCP), and development regulations provide the framework for
conserving natural resources, including water and energy, within the community. It supports
sustainable development through community-specific policies and land use guidance that
address natural resource conservation, reduction in the use of non-renewable resources, and
climate resiliency. Implementation of these policies through development, infrastructure
investment, individual action, and participation in Citywide and regional initiatives is intended
to conserve natural resources, minimize per capita ecological ‘footprints,” and maintain the
long-term health of the community and City.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The Community Plan places a focus on reducing dependence on the automobile, protecting
and enhancing the community urban forest, providing storm water infiltration, water
conservation, and encouraging green building practices. Sustainable development is a major



aspect of importance due to the visible effects of global climate change resulting from
greenhouse gas emissions, as well as State and local legislation intended to address this
environmental problem. The known and potential impacts of a changing climate — higher
seasonal temperatures, diminished water supplies, disruption of agricultural cycles — have
consequences not only for the built and natural environment, but also for the community’s
health and economic vitality. The City of San Diego adopted a Climate Action Plan (CAP) to
achieve the State of California’s mandates for Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emission reductions
through local action and to the benefit of San Diego’s environment and economy. The CAP
calls for eliminating half of all greenhouse gas emissions within the City by 2035. The CAP is
a package of policies with steps the City can take to achieve the 2035 targets and is based
upon these five strategies:

Energy and water efficient buildings
Clean and renewable energy

Bicycle, walking, transit and land use

Zero waste
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Climate resilience

The CAP implements of the General Plan through support for continued incremental
changes to the urban land use and urban form, providing a greater variety of transportation
choices, and transforming how we produce and use energy. Further, the CAP will
complement the General Plan policies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions with quantifiable
data and benchmarks for success.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Although climate change is a global issue, the Clairemont community can contribute to the
reduction in community-generated emissions that contribute to climate change through the
promotion of a multi-modal transportation network that supports bicycle and transit use.
Given the largely residential make-up of the community, pedestrian improvements that
create safe and inviting connections from residential neighborhoods to commercial centers,
access to school, employment, and parks can encourage more walking within the
community.

LAND USE

Of the five strategies identified in the CAP, the land use and mobility strategy aims to expand
bicycling, walking, and transit use as alternatives to automobile trips, particularly for
commute trips. The strategy’s land use component would advance the General Plan’s “City of
Villages” concept of walkable and pedestrian-friendly neighborhoods with a mix of uses.

A majority of the community is within a half-mile walking distance to an existing or future
transit stop, which makes public transit a viable transportation option. These areas are also
within a Transit Priority Area (TPA) where existing and future transit investments are to be
coordinated with land use. As part of the guiding principles of the Community Plan is to have
a diversity of housing choices along transit corridors.
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[Additional discussion will be added on how the land use plan will address strategies in the
Climate Action Plan.]

MOBILITY

[Additional discussion on how pedestrian and bicycle improvements and transit connections
implement the Climate Action Plan will be included once the Mobility Element is drafted.]

CLEAN AND RENEWABLE ENERGY

The increased use of clean and renewable sources of energy is a CAP strategy to meet
greenhouse gas reduction targets. Based upon Citywide data, the Clairemont community
consumes energy primarily for motorized transportation and for building heating, cooling
and lighting systems. The community also uses energy for light industrial activities.
Industrial uses along Morena Boulevard and Santa Fe Street have a unique opportunity to
encourage on-site power generation in surface parking areas, parking structures, and flat
rooftops that can accommodate photovoltaic arrays for solar power generation.
Development is likely to incorporate flat roofs to accommodate proposed development
intensity and also reflect existing modern building forms within the community.
Photovoltaics on flat roofs can be screened by parapets with minimal visual impact to
building architecture. Shade structures incorporated into surface parking areas can also
accommodate photovoltaics. Power generated from these measures can fuel building
energy systems and electric vehicles to lower the community’'s greenhouse gas emissions.

[The Urban Design Element will contain policies addressing sustainable development.]

ENERGY AND EFFICIENT BUILDINGS

Both residential and non-residential buildings offer opportunities for reducing energy
consumption in new development as well as existing buildings. CAP strategies for building
focus on site-specific design and innovation, and technological improvements that increase
energy efficiency and provide renewable energy generation. This Community Plan envisions
new development incorporate design measures and technology to significantly reduce
consumption of potable water and non-renewable energy.

Solar power and natural lighting and ventilation can replace or reduce the use of natural gas
and non-renewable sourced electricity used for building functions and comfort. Access to
sufficient natural light and air improves the health and enjoyment of residents within
multifamily and mixed-use developments. Site and building designs that maximize density,
uniformity, living space and privacy often fail to prioritize access to light and air within
individual dwelling units. Site and building designs should instead maximize access to light
and air ventilation within each dwelling unit.

Given the California climate’s tendency to shift between long periods of drought and shorter
periods of concentrated rainfall, water conservation has become increasingly important.
Since the San Diego region has limited local water resources and storage capacities and
relies on imported water from the Colorado River and Northern California, it is important that
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water be used as efficiently. Water conservation building features and water-wise
landscaping can play a pivotal role in reducing the amount of water consumed by both
commercial and residential development. Planting native or more climate adapted plant
species can meaningfully reduce outdoor water use. Other techniques for reducing outdoor
water use include using ‘'smart’ irrigation controllers that time and manage irrigation based
upon weather and soil moisture conditions; performing regular maintenance on irrigation
systems to ensure operational efficiency; changing spray systems to drip irrigation; capturing
rainwater using cisterns for landscape irrigation; using graywater or recycled water for
landscape irrigation; and using mulch to retain soil moisture.

[The Urban Design Element will contain policies addressing energy efficient buildings.]

URBAN FORESTRY

Preservation, improvement and maintenance of the urban forest is an important goal and
expansion of San Diego’s tree canopy coverage is goal of the CAP. The community’s tree
canopy is a major infrastructure component and provides many benefits to the environment
and the overall quality of life: energy conservation and the minimization of solar heat gain,
improvement of air and water quality, and a more attractive and comfortable pedestrian
environment by providing shade and visual relief/beautification.

[The Urban Design Element will contain policies addressing urban forestry.]

URBAN AGRICULTURE

Urban agriculture can be incorporated in underutilized or remnant publicly owned parcels, as
part of new development, particularly on rooftops or when roofs are configured to
incorporate natural light. Community gardens are a type of urban agriculture that makes
public or private land available to the community through either an individual or shared plot
system. Community gardens can provide opportunities to create green space for outdoor
enjoyment and physical activity, particularly in spaces not available or suitable for parks.
Community gardens can provide important visual relief to the continuity of urban
development, promote a community’s health and wellness, and foster a sense of community
and connection to the environment. Community gardens support food security by providing
a source of fresh produce for nearby residents or restaurant operators who participate in the
garden. Locally grown food can reduce a community’s carbon footprint by shortening the
distance produce travels from its point of origin to where it is consumed. As an added
benefit, community gardens can serve to provide opportunities for infiltration for rainwater or
storm water.

The Community Plan envisions the use of rooftop gardens or “green roofs” to capture
rainwater, reduce urban runoff, and reduce the urban heat island effect and a heating costs
by absorbing solar heat. While roof top gardens may not necessarily provide the same
resources that a traditional community garden could provide or be as publicly accessible,
they provide opportunities for rainwater harvesting and carbon sequestration.
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NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION

The Community Plan envisions the ongoing protection and preservation of natural resources
and the promotion of Clairemont as a sustainable community. The Clairemont community
values its canyons, hillsides, and open spaces. Tecolote Canyon and Marian Bear Memorial
Park (formerly San Clemente Canyon) are natural resources that not only serve as resource-
based parks and make up the community’s largest natural open space features. They also
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